
Removing, Installing and Adjusting Sportster Handlebars

Protect your tank! Cover your tank with a towel or something soft.
It is real easy to drop the bars or a tool onto it!

What you need

Parts: It is a good idea to replace the stock grips with the large diameter “cushioned” style. They are much more 
comfortable on a long ride.

Wrenches: Torx set, Allen set, needle nose pliers, flat blade screwdriver, open end wrenches, air compressor or bottle of 
Windex, bath towel, hand wipes, white grease.

To Remove the Handlebars

1. Remove the plastic cable clamps from the bar (4). Grab 
the shank of the plastic clamp with a pair of needle 
nose pliers and “pry” them out. They should flex 
enough to be reused.

2. Remove the front brake line clamps: socket head screws 
(2) holding the brake line to the forks.

3. Remove the mirrors completely, they are unwieldy with 
the levers off the bar.

4. Remove the screws from the clutch lever housing (2). 
Remove the lever and housing.

5. Remove the screws from the light switch housing, (2) 
one on top, one underneath. Remove it from the bar. 
If the housing cable won’t allow removal, loosen the 
center clamp bolts (4) and slide the bar to the right. 
The same may be done for the right side.

6. Remove the right side control & lever assembly. The 
throttle cable adjustment is hidden by rubber sleeves. 
Loosen the lock nut (two wrenches required) and 
thread the adjuster into the body. This will allow 
removal of the cable from the throttle grip. Note the 
location for each throttle cable so that each one is 
reinstalled to the proper location during installation.

7. The hardest part is removing the left grip. The clutch 
side grip may be held on with glue or silicone. See 
below for two methods to remove the grip. The third 
method is to cut it off.

8. Remove the throttle grip, it is held in place by the kill 
switch housing.

9. Loosen the center bar mount bolts (4) and remove the 
bar.

To Install the New Handlebars

1. Install the new bar and hand-tighten the center clamp. 
Final adjustment to your riding position after the 
controls are installed.

2. Install the clutch grip. If your grip is too tight to install, 
use a little soapy water (bar) as a lubricant.

3. Install the light switch housing loosely. The light cable 
needs to fit into the “dimple” on the bottom side of the 
bars. This will locate the housing in the correct 
position.

4. Install the clutch cable assembly. The cable must be 
routed outside and behind the front forks to allow 
fitment. Install the lever housing loosely. It aligns into 
a slot on the switch housing, see photo.

5. Route the throttle cables outside of the front forks for 
proper fitment, see photo.

6. Straighten the metal tubing of the front brake line to 
allow fitment, see photo.

7. Install the throttle cables back into the throttle grip, 
leave the cable adjustments loose. Use a small amount 
of “white grease” on the bar to lubricate the throttle 
grip. Install the throttle grip and kill switch housing. 
The electric cable must align with the “dimple” 
underneath the bars. Install the front brake lever and 
master cylinder assembly loosely. The brake line 
clamp previously used on the bottom of the triple tree 
is not used. The clamp on the rear side of the forks is 
used to guide the front brake line.

8. Adjust both throttle cables so the grip is not “loose” in 
either turning direction and tighten the adjustment 
locknuts.

9. Check that the throttle grip does not bind. Rotate the 
grip and let go, it must return to idle position by itself.
If it binds, loosen and retighten the bolts equally, 
rotating the housing slightly may help. see photo

To Adjust the New Handlebars

1. Sit on the bike and balance it so it is vertical, off the side
stand. Get a feel for the angle of your forearms. You 
want them to be as close to parallel to the ground as 
possible. Rotate the bars to achieve this position.

2. Center the bars and tighten the handlebar center clamp 

to lock the position. The bars are now adjusted to you.
3. Check for tank clearance at full lock. Be certain the bars 

are not hitting the tank at full turn, see photo.
4. Adjust both right and left side control housings so the 

wiring is in the bar “dimples”  in centered position.
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5. The “pullback” and “Rise” design of these bars should 
allow you to sit in the saddle vertically, no forward 
lean. If you have to “reach” or “lean” for the bars you 
need more “pullback”. You may rotate the bars “up” to

get more pullback. If you need more, install risers with
more pullback. If you are more than 5’10” you may 
also want taller risers. The bottom line is, if you are 
comfortable, the adjustment is good.

To Remove Clutch-Side Grip

Suggestion #1:
With an air compressor force air between the grip and the handlebar. Pry up on the grip with a screwdriver where it meets
the bar and insert the end of the air nozzle. You only have to create a small opening to insert the end of the air nozzle. 
Blow air between the grip and the bar. This will expand the rubber grip and allow removal.

Suggestion #2:
Insert a screwdriver between the grip and the bar. Wiggle it in an inch or so, back and forth, and spray some Windex 
between the grip and the bar. Move the screwdriver blade about two thirds of the way into the grip. Wiggle the 
screwdriver blade around the handlebar, spraying as you go. Grab the grip tightly and rotate it on the handlebar. After a 
few good twists, the grip should come off. 
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